Notes and comments
TABLE 1. Mean values and standard deviations (s.d.) of potassium content in different types
of honey (n = number of sampies).
Botanicai origin

honeydew from muitifioral Robinia pseudoacadia
Mercaifa pruincsa

Mean (mg/kg) 4106 1158 282

sd. (mgrkg) 1104 544 157

n 66 13 42

Poassium content in M. pruinasa honeydew honey was

determined to have a Gaussian distribution (P < 0.001)
centred around a value of 128 Bg/kg (corresponding to
4.1 g/kg smble K) (fig. 1). The mean vaiues and the staan-
dard deviations of “K content in the different types of
honey are reported in wble 1:as expected. the M. pn»-
inosa honeydew honey has a much greater K content
dnndmohservedmdteodwrtypuofhonqpm-
duced in the same area (P < 0.01).

By measuring electrical conductivity in M. pruinosa hon-
eydew honey (Barbarxini et al. 1991) and applying the
correiation berween elecrrical conductivity and towl
ash content (Accort et al., 1987), the mean value of ash
for M. pruinosg honeydew honey was estimated to be
approximately 8.6 g/kg.

The K content in M. pruinasa honeydew honey was esti-
mated to be about 50% of the tomi ash contenc. This
value agrees with that reported byS:banm (1991) for
the lalian honeydew honeys. This investigation con-
ﬁnnedd‘chomxsgm:ermhoneymdefmm
M. pruinosa honeydew dhan in other honeys produced
in northern laly. OQur test aiso demonstrated that

gamma spectrometry is a valid method to quantify
potassium in honey.
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Different genotypes of varroa have been described

which may explain reported differences in the degree
of virulence on infested hosts. Delfinado-Baker (1988)

designated three biotypes of varroa based solely on
reports of injuries caused by dhe mices and mite behav.
iour. Moiecular variation in varroa populations showed
differences between mites coilected from Brazit and
Germmany -based on isozyme structure (Issa. 1989,
Rosenkranz et ol. 1989). Kraus and Hunt (1995)
showed that German mites can be distinguished from
USmmandd'nthWestemgmupsofmmcou!d
be disunguished from Malaysian mites using random
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